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ACENGIA INFORMATIVA LATIHOAMEHICANA
{FRENSA LATINA)

Prensa Letina (PL) was inaugurated in June 1959 ss a wire service devoted

primarily to coverape of Latin American news., It is reported that Fidel CASIRG,
in an attempt to propegeandize his revolution through means other than the U. B,
news services, whioh he belleves are very bissed, provided $800,00C financial
backing to get the PL started. He is now mbsiéizin@ ¥l out of (overnment
funds. The central administrative office is located in Hexico City, (to give
the impression that this is an independent news service), but the editorial

offices are in Havana.
The Director fieneral of FL, and the man who centrols the editorial polie
ciea of the service, is Hicardo Masedti, an Argentine who was the former hesd

of Peron's Agencla Latina, and a close friend of Ernesto "Che" (uevare, head
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of the Cuban Hational Bank. Heads of PL cutside of Cuba include the followings

&, Hermann Konchew--Uruguayan---Prensa Latina re?maenmtive in

fio de Janelro. Xonche is a close personal friend of Ricardo Masettd.
be BRogelic Gareia Lupo---heads the Prenss latina office in

Santisgo de Chile---Argentine friend of Masettd.
¢ Plinio Apuleyo HMendoga--~leftist liberal with commie commections-

-~heads the Prenss latina office in Bogote, Colombisz.

d. Carlos Enrique Aguirre---Argentine---hesd of Prenss Latine office
in Montevideo. |

e. Oscar Edmundo Palmge--z Commnist attomy—--«heaéa the Prensa
Latma of fice in Guatemals,

f. Ernesto Clachettl---An Argentine--~huads Prensa Latine in Lima,
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g» Efraim Rodrigues Venegag-ewperves as Prenss Latine sgent in

Ban Jope. He im a former Wicarsgusn citizen snd is remﬁ&ﬁ to be &
menber of the Costa Rican Communist Paxty.

Prensa latina maintaine offices in the following odties, with stringers
in many others: Washington, Mew York, Havans, Custemala Gity, Mezice City,
Buenos Alres, La Pag, Rio de Janeiro, and probably Sso Paule, Santiage (Chile),
Bogote, Sen Jalvador, San Jose (Costa Rica), Lima, Montevideo, and Caracas.
PL 1s also attempting to open offices in Purope and Asia,

Prenss lstina's coverage of Labin Amerdcan news is far bedter than any other

service, and the material reported is ususlly objective snd factual. The news
_mrriad is not openly propagendistic in nature, nor does it refiect the trade~
merk of the Commurdst line, However, PL's antidmsrican _sism ig shown by the
}salamim of news rather than by editorialising or distorting. It generslly
reports overt Communist sctivity in 14 mmch like any other routine news and
without sn "anti" slant. Any news which is anti-Gommie or Anti-UASTRO is elther
completely ignored or given very little coverage, whereas statemente which are
anti-imarioan or pro-Uommunist receive widespread distribution. For example,

a statement by & govermment official of a Latin American ceuntry which is pro=
Soviet or anti-Amerdcan is reported widely, and in such & way that it appears
that such is the popular view of the Government in that country. U. 8. sd.litary
movements in the Caribbesn are widely publicised, a3 in the cass of the shore
leave of Herinee in the Dominican Republic, which was eonatrued as a pro-Trujille
show of force, | | |

8ince the PL news service is free to using newspapers, radic, anc 7Y stations

(except in Venoszueln), many suall papers and left-wing papers use PL material

heavily. Up to mow, the large newspapers use the service only oceaasionally, and
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then with reservation. However, ~3ime PL has no Wﬁt@r‘m its coversge
of Lutin American events, the number of aﬁbmzﬁb&r& ie growing repidly,

Far zwx;—-& hews PL has used the services of TASS and New China Hews
quamy‘ (which oceuples the same building &s PL in Havana), 2e well as the
Ceech news service CETEHA, with widch it maintaing taletype service. Hasdio
Remg has used PL stories in its broadeasts. At a news agency conferense
held in Havana frma 12 = 30 Javuary, whiich was sponsored by Frensa Latina,
repregentatives of the fellowing bloc news services were in attendance and
later signed bi-lateral pacts with PL: TASS, CETERA, Hein Hus (NCNA), Tanjuc
of Yugoslavia, Polish Press Agenoy (PAP), and Agence Telsgraphie Sulgave of
Rulgma; This mnremme stimudsted meny resignetions from FL srployess who
could mee the Commmnisy orfentation of PL,
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Attached is a rundowrf on Prensa Latina

as per our telephone conversation of

12 April.
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